Nationalism Rubric

Country: USA
Name of speaker: Donald Trump
Date of speech: January 2017
Type of speech: Famous
Place of speech: Washington, D.C.
Grader: Erin Jenne
Date of grading:  27 April 2020

Grade:

1.___1_____ Elevate the “National Self” (0, .5, 1); 

2.___.8_____Defend against “National Others” (0, .5, 1)

____1.8____ Final Grade (add scores on above two components)

A score of 1 on either element means all or most of that element of nationalism is present in the speech; a score of 0 means none or almost none of that element is present in the speech; .5 implies a mix of the two.

	Nationalism
	Cosmpolitanism/ Multiculturalism/No Nationalism

	ELEVATE OR PROTECT THE “NATIONAL SELF’

The discourse of nationalism or dominant nationhood extolls the virtues and distinctiveness of the core nation and proclaims their past triumphs and victories, and/or prioritizes its health and future well-being. There may be considerable sentimentality associated with these claims. 

At the bedrock of our politics will be a total allegiance to the United States of America, and through our loyalty to our country, we will rediscover our loyalty to each other.

When America is united, America is totally unstoppable.

Nationalist discourse is often peppered with family metaphors like “brothers,” “motherland,” “homeland” or “founding fathers.” References may be made to the historical pain and trauma caused by national defeats. There may be references to national heroes or key turning points in national history.

…rusted out factories scattered like tombstones across the landscape of our nation…

This American carnage stops right here and stops right now.

We are one nation and their pain is our pain. Their dreams are our dreams. And their success will be our success. We share one heart, one home, and one glorious destiny. The oath of office I take today is an oath of allegiance to all Americans.

Calls for restoring the nation to its rightful position, at home and abroad (ethnic kin).

Janary 20th, 2017 will be remembered as the day the people became the rulers of this nation again.

From this day forward, a new vision will govern our land. From this day forward, it’s going to be only America first, America first.

America will start winning again, winning like never before.

We will bring back our jobs. We will bring back our borders. We will bring back our wealth. And we will bring back our dreams.

We will follow two simple rules; buy American and hire American.

We will not fail. Our country will thrive and prosper again.

May be references to importance of national sovereignty and self-determination.



	


No references to pain or trauma of the nation, nor to lost glory. No elevation of the special virtues and importance of the nation. No calls for status reversal.

Minimal references to national heroes or legacy. 

There may be a complete absence of “nation talk” except insofar as “nations” are taken to mean states. If the “we” or “self” is the global community, this is particularly non-nationalist. 

Little focus on sovereignty concerns. 




	DEFEND AGAINST “NATIONAL OTHERS”

This discourse is focused on the purported threat posed by minorities or “national others” outside or inside the state

Externally, threats may take the form of foreign (sometimes “enemy”) nations, international organizations (UN or EU) or anti-national elites perceived to be aligned against the nation. Anti-colonialist rhetoric (“colony,” “empire,” “subjugation”) may feature here, but the perceived threat must be framed in national terms.

For many decades, we’ve enriched foreign industry at the expense of American industry; subsidized the armies of other countries, while allowing for the very sad depletion of our military. We’ve defended other nations’ borders while refusing to defend our own….And  spent trillions and trillions of dollars overseas while America’s infrastructure has fallen into disrepair and decay. We’ve made other countries rich, while the wealth, strength and confidence of our country has dissipated over the horizon.

Nations and groups may be stereotyped.

In more extreme versions, the discourse may focus on threat to the nation posed by migrants, immigrants or refugees or on
threats posed by historical minorities with a long history in the state. Some minorities may be framed as potential fifth columns or Trojan Horses for hostile outside actors. “National others” may also include disloyal citizens or traitors, who serve as a conduit for the influence of hostile outside forces.

Every decision on trade, on taxes, on immigration, on foreign affairs will be made to benefit American workers and American families. We must protect our borders from the ravages of other countries making our products, stealing our companies and destroying our jobs.


 
	


Few if any negative references to national others. 


Problems in foreign affairs are rarely framed as conflicts between antagonistic nations. Problems can be solved by capitalizing on common interests, possibly through international organizations.



Ethnic and national stereotyping should be low.

No dominant nation with subordinate status for minorities. No identification of threats to national integrity. Particularly non-nationalist discourse may include calls to integrate minorities, accept deserving immigrants and/or work together with nations around the world.

…whether black or brown or white, we all bleed the same red blood of patriots…We all enjoy the same glorious freedoms and we all salute the same great American flag.




Overall Comments (just a few sentences): This speech is Donald Trump’s inaugural address in 2017, in which he spelled out his America First vision of governance. The speech is very high on elevating the national “self,” and almost as strong on defending against national “others.” The speech is all about restoring America’s former glory and healing its hounds. The US will do this through following an America First foreign policy, preventing other countries from “enriching” themselves at the expense of Americans. The speech has a couple elements of inclusionary rhetoric toward the end that is reflected in the .8 score on national “others.”




